THE   WAVE-THEORY   OF   LIGHT

a ball is thrown against a wall.    By our method, on the other
hand, the fact is explained without difficulty.

Take particles of mercury, for instance, for they are so
small that we must think of the least visible portion of surface
as containing millions, arranged like the grains in a heap of
sand which one has smoothed out as much as possible; this
surface for our purpose is equal to polished glass. And, though
such a surface may be always rough compared with ether par-
ticles., it is evident that the centres of-all the secondary waves
of reflection which we have described above lie practically in
one plane. Accordingly, a single tangent conies as near touch-
ing them all as is necessary for the production of light. And
this is all that is required in our demonstration to explain the
equality of angles without allowing the rest of the motion, re-
flected in various directions, to produce any disturbing effect.

29ust emphasize the fact that in our demonstration there
